INSTRUCTIONS:  Read the two texts below and identify the biases in each one.  Present viewpoints in a class debate.  

Novice Computer Task:  Colour unfamiliar words in the text

Experienced/Advanced task:  For each unfamiliar word, find 3 meanings in the thesaurus.  Choose the most appropriate replacement and insert it in parentheses next to the coloured word.
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In 1987, Canada’s Prime Minister Brian Mulroney tried to get Quebec's approval of the Constitution through the Meech Lake agreement.  He proposed adding the phrase “distinct society” to the Constitution to describe Quebec’s status in the confederation.  I don’t think he realized what a problem this would cause.  To the people of Quebec “distinct” means different, and that is how they see themselves.  They feel they are different from the rest of us Canadians.  But to me, “distinct” means “superior” because it seems to me the federal government is trying to give special treatment to Quebec.  





I don’t think Quebec should have any more special privileges than it already has.  It already has its own language laws and special immigration policies.  If foreigners want to emigrate to Quebec, they must get papers not only from Ottawa, but from Quebec as well.  





Quebec is a province just like all the rest and should not be called “distinct” or given any special privileges.





I was born and raised in Quebec. We are a distinct society even though many people in the rest of Canada do not want to recognize that.  We have our own unique language and culture in Quebec.  .





To me, the history of Canada is one of national oppression and unequal treatment of the people of Quebec. We have never had the same opportunities as Anglophones.  I remember my father telling me stories about how he was not allowed to speak French at work.  Everyone had to only speak English.





Quebec should separate from the rest of Canada if that is what the majority of Quebeckers wants.  That way, we will be able to determine our own future. 





I think that sovereignty association is a good idea.  That way we will be able to have some ties to the rest of Canada but still have the freedom to make our own decisions.  
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